
 

          House News 
February 2019 

We have passed the 100th
 day of school … the rest of the school year goes by in a snap so 

hang on and enjoy the ride! 

 

As many of you have heard the school district is proposing to move 3rd grade to Rominger. 

One of the top concerns for this move is how to offer child care for third graders. We 

have met with Greg Moffitt and have asked that the district offer a bus from Rominger to 

Waggoner so 3rd graders can continue to receive after school care at The Treehouse.  We 

are encouraging all parents to contact Greg Moffitt (principal of Winters Elementary) and 

Todd Cutler (superintendent) and let them know you would like your child to continue to 

have after school care at The Treehouse and you hope they will find a way to bus the 

children over. Greg Moffitt can be emailed at gmoffitt@wintersjusd.org. Todd Cutler can 

be eamiled at Tcutler@wintersjusd.org. You can also come to the board meeting on 

Thursday, February 7th starting at 6:00PM where they will be hearing concerns about the 

move. If you have any questions please talk to Cheryl or Janet. 

 

You have been seeing a lot of new faces around The Treehouse and Clubhouse. We have 

hired some great new staff as well as moved a few staff around. Here are the changes in a 

nutshell... Cheryl is opening at Clubhouse on Tuesday and Thursdays. Jillian has moved over 

to The Clubhouse for the mornings for a few weeks and Bailey has moved to the Monkey 

class. They will be moving back to their regular positions soon. Destiny is over at The 

Clubhouse on Tuesday and Thursday mornings and Abby has started in the Panda class. We 

have also added Cassaundra to our afterschool staff on Mondays and Thursdays. We are so 

excited to have such great teachers working with us to provide so many wonderful 

programs! 

  

Presidents Day Weekend - The Treehouse is closed to all programs February 15th and 

18th. We will be offering a camp day on February 15th to school age children.  

The Club House is closed on February 18th. 

  

We will be having a Preschool Pancakes for Parents.   The Toucan, 3 day class will be 

Wednesday February the 6th
 from 9:00-9:30. The Monkey, PreK class will be Friday the 

8th
 from 8:30-9:00.  The Clubhouse will be Friday the 8th form 7:30-8:30.  Come join us 

for a pancake breakfast before you have to start your day.  Your kids love to have you visit 

their school.  Did you know that parents who show an interest in their child’s school have 

children who are more successful in school?  We do not do this in our 2 Day, Panda class 
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because it is too hard on the kids to change up their routine at this point in the year.  It is 

something to look forward to next year.  You are always welcome to stay for a visit if you 

would like to see what they are doing during the day. 

  

Treehouse Summer registration started February 1st.  We have summer programs for all 

ages. The preschool summer program is 3 days a week. The school age summer program can 

be created to fit just what you need.  Our website at WintersTreeHouse.com has all the 

info and we also have applications on the sign in table.  Ask Cheryl for details. 

 

Preschool registration will start March 1st 
for next fall.  Pandas and Toucans will 

automatically be enrolled into the next class. If you are not interested in continuing with 

us next year, just let us know and we will take the registration off your invoice. If your 

child is a Monkey who needs after school care next year please let us know so we can get 

them enrolled into our after school program starting May 1st. 

 

Warmer spring days are coming.  Many of your children come to us very warm after being 

bundled up in the morning.  Please help your children wear layers or send a short sleeved 

shirt in their backpack. Every child should have a change of clothes in their backpack!! 

 

Two Day:  From August to February is such a drastic change.  When we look back at the 

pictures from the beginning months, the kids look so little and a bit wide eyed.  But now 

they come in confident and ready to play.  It is truly amazing how much growth you can see 

in such a short time!  The class has been enjoying finger painting, shaving cream fun and 

crazy glue and glitter creations.  You should take a peek at our circle time.  This group of 

Panda’s is truly amazing in their ability to participate in this group time. We have a few 

preschool events coming up (pancake for parents and valentines day). Many years ago we 

decided not to start these traditions with the Panda class. We feel they are too little to 

make it meaningful and they don’t like their routine disrupted. So you can look forward to 

starting those traditions next year.  

  

Three Day: The Toucans have also grown so much this year.  You can tell that they are 

starting to turn 4!   Get ready for your kids thinking they are the strongest, fastest, best 

people on the planet.  Oh, and their dads are stronger than any other dad out there!  As 

they move to the next developmental stage they start to enjoy sharing stories. We have 

been hearing about your trips to the snow, running in the rain and the flooding. Don’t tell 

your preschooler something you don’t want the whole group to hear! The favorite book last 

month was Cuddley Duddley.  They thought it was so fun to act out the story and be 

chased by their teachers for a cuddle! They also spent a lot of time talking about and 

looking at the weather. It was fun to chart what the weather was doing on their little 

weather chart.  We will be having a Valentine’s Day celebration on Wednesday the 13th
. 

Please bring a valentine for everyone in the class.  Class lists will be in cubbies to help you 

with labeling valentines.  Please keep them simple.  We work hard to teach the kids that we 

can celebrate holidays without lots of sugary treats.  Please support our views and stay 

away from gift bags. We keep the day very low key. Kids pass out valentines when they 

arrive, we have a fun snack and art project to go with valentine's Day. 

  

PreK:  The Monkey class loves coming to school!  They are so happy to see each other each 

day and are really sad when one of their friends is not at school.  Our favorite book last 



month was Polar Bears Underwear.  They thought the book was really funny...I think any 

book with the word underwear would have been a hit! They loved learning about polar 

bears, playing in snow and had a blast having snowball fights during circle time.  We made a 

giant pair of underwear that the kids got to try on. So much fun!! We will have a 

Valentine’s Day celebration on Thursday the 14th
.  Please bring a valentine for everyone in 

the class.  Class lists will go out next week to help you with labeling valentines.  Please keep 

them simple.  We work hard to teach the kids that we can celebrate holidays without lots 

of sugary treats.  Please support our views and stay away from gift bags.  

  

Clubhouse The Clubhouse is such a busy place but so much fun is happening all around. 

When you walk into the main room you see some children doing an art project (some are 

very careful to not get paint on their hands and others are all in with paint from fingers to 

elbows), some friends are playing on the carpet making a train, or building blocks or maybe 

reading books together. Over at the other table there is a group with a teacher doing 

science or sensory tubs (when I walked in today they were making rain storms in a cup with 

shaving cream and water). The conversations are so cute when you are able to work with a 

small group of kids. They are so curious and we are able to help them explore the world in 

such a fun hands on way! The final table in the room is surrounded by children who love to 

play with playdough! They are rolling, smashing and cutting the playdough. Again the 

conversation is full of questions and excitement and their little hands are getting a great 

workout to help support their fine motor development! During this meaningful play you can 

see the emotional bonds that are forming with the children and the staff! 

Our favorite book this month was Polar Bear Polar Bear. The kids pretended to be 

zookeepers and the different animals in the book. They also spent a lot of time looking at 

and talking about the weather. They are such a curious group, so it is so fun to introduce 

them to new ideas. 

We would like to welcome Blair and Scarlett to the Clubhouse as well as Kristen as a new 

Tuesday and Thursday teacher! 

We will celebrate Valentine's Day on February 14th. If your child would like to bring 

valentines to share please make sure you have one for each child. A class list will be in 

cubbies soon.  Please keep them simple.  We work hard to teach the kids that we can 

celebrate holidays without lots of sugary treats.  Please support our views and stay away 

from gift bags.  

 

Boost: The children in all classes have grown so much in their social skills.  We talk a lot 

about thoughts, feelings and the group plan.  We work daily at being kind to everyone in 

the class and asking to join the play.  We see all ages using the Boost vocabulary to help 

meet their social needs.  Asking for a turn, asking friends to join the group plan, using 

timers to wait for turns and a general kindness throughout the whole class! 

  

Enrichment:  There is so much going on around the Treehouse it is hard to keep up.  Inside 

there is a huge group who loves to do talent shows. They love to dance and sing for 

everyone. Some have even started doing a little stand up comedy!  Outside sand has been a 

great adventure lately with the sand having the perfect moisture content. You know if your 

child is into the sandbox because they probably come home with lots of extra sand in 

shoes and pockets.  Sorry in advance if your child is one who likes to get buried! There is 

also a group who loves to play tag. The rules are always changing so it is the teacher's role 

to help the children negotiate the conflict.  You will also find a group of children hanging 



out in the tree house or around the lego table chatting with a teacher about silly things. It 

is so fun to talk with children and see the world from their perspective.  

 

  

Congratulations on making it through the first 100 days, we make a good team! 

 


