
 

 

  

House News 

 October 2019  
 
The school year is off to a great start!  It is hard to believe that it is already October.  The weather is trying to 
change to help us feel more like fall! 
  
The Tree House will be closed to all regular programs on Monday the 14th.  We do provide camp days for 
school age children at an additional charge and Clubhouse is still open.  If you need care for your school age 
children on Monday please fill out the camp day application and give it to one of our staff. 
  
Preschool picture day is coming up.  We are excited to have our own Teacher Jillian as our photographer 
again this year. The Panda class (2 day class) and the Monkey class (PreK) will take pictures on Tuesday 
October 22nd. The Toucan Class (3 day class) will take pictures on Wednesday  October 23rd.  The 
Clubhouse will take pictures on Wednesday, October 16th starting at 9:00 (the class picture will be at 10:00). 
Picture forms are going home in cubbies soon.  We will be taking individual and class pictures.  Please let us 
know if you have any questions. 
 
Workday - Our front yard trike track is looking good with the cement poured and fence up. Flatland will be 
installing the door soon as well as replacing the side fence/gate into the garden area. We are going to be 
having a school workday on October 5th to finish the area and work on a few other projects around both 
schools. We need new sand in the sandbox, more bark in the bark box, road base for the turf area and to lay 
the turf. There are also some small painting jobs, fence repairs and other miscellaneous projects to do. We will 
be working from 8:00am-12:00pm if you would like to volunteer and help for an hour or more. Bring shovels 
and gloves if you have them. Please don’t bring children to this event. Please text the Treehouse phone if you 
are able to join us. 
 
The weather is changing and it is cool in the mornings, but still warm in the afternoons.  Please help your 
children layer or bring a cooler change of clothes in their backpack for the afternoon.  Also we donate over 100 
jackets a year because we don’t know who they belong to.  Please label your kids jackets!  We do our best to 
make sure your child brings their jacket from Waggoner to Treehouse, but we are not perfect.  Please make 
sure to check at the end of the day that your child takes their jackets home so we don’t have a big pile up. 
 
Halloween - The Toucan (3 day class) will celebrate Halloween on Wednesday the 30th and the Monkey class 
(Pre K) will celebrate on Thursday the 31st.  The 2 year olds are too little to deal with costumes in the 
classroom but will have art and snack to celebrate the season.   We like to keep things simple. The 3 day and 
PreK class kids are welcome to come in costume.  We walk around the block, have a circle time fashion show, 
have a halloween themed snack and art project.  Then we change back into our regular clothes and finish the 



 

 

day as a regular day.  At Clubhouse the children can also come in costume and we will celebrate in a similar 
way.  We just need that change of clothes so we can get out of costumes when they are ready.  Parents are 
welcome to join in the fun.  We do not celebrate with sweet treats and ask that you not cubby treats for the 
class.  If you have any questions feel to talk to Cheryl or Janet.  After school children can come in their 
costumes as long as they are not too scary and don’t have weapons.  We will have fun games and activities for 
them to play. 
 
Boost - Did you know that children who have strong social skills have less stress in child care settings? Being 
away from family, places stress on children, and not having the social skills to interact with others likely 
compounds that stress. The researchers found that children experienced a decrease in cortisol (the stres 
hormone) once they learned new social skills. Additionally, children who can get along well with peers are likely 
to make friends more easily. According to a 2015 study published in the International Encyclopedia of the 
Social & Behavioral Sciences, childhood friendships are good for childrens’ mental health.  
This month Boost will be focusing on thoughts.  Social thinking is all about thoughts. We all have thoughts in 
our brain that no one can see. We must verbalize them in order to interact with others. Knowing our own 
thoughts and the thoughts of others is the foundation for establishing friendships, working in a group and 
cooperative play. This month when we read our curriculum books we have added thought bubble stickers and 
had discussions with the children about what we think the characters are thinking about. Some are as simple 
as The Very Busy Spider, we all agree she is thinking about spinning her web and catching a fly. Other books 
we had to make a smart guess about what was in the character’s thought bubble. You can work on thoughts 
at home too. Talk about thoughts. Tell your child what is in your thought bubble. Say things like, “I am thinking 
about making tacos for dinner tonight, I am thinking about getting my shoes on and taking you to school... 
When your child wants to tell you something ask them, “what is in your thought bubble?”. Before you do 
something you can ask you children, “do you know what is in my thought bubble?”. For example, when you 
have a toothbrush in your hands you can ask, “what do you think is in my thought bubble?”. The child will likely 
say you are thinking about brushing teeth!  
 
2 Day class (Pandas) – The Panda class settled so fast this year. There are still a few tears  but overall they 
come in ready to play and explore the classroom. It is fun to watch two year olds play. The classroom is often 
quiet with everyone doing their own thing but the children are so busy. Developmentally, two year olds parallel 
play, meaning they play next to their friends, often doing the same activity but in their own space. They are 
never too young to start working on social skills. We are teaching kids to trade toys instead of grab, and asking 
what is in their thought bubbles. These children love to play where the teacher is. Playing on the carpet, doing 
art or playing with playdough. They love to come together to sing songs,twinkle twinkle and slippery fish are 
still all time favorites! We look forward to watching these children grow and develop throughout the year.  
  
3 Day class (Toucans) -   The Toucans are having a lot of fun together.  It has been fun watching them build 
their friendships and become more and more confident in the school routine.  Their favorite book in September 
was Bark George. It is such a funny book. Very quickly they were reading it along with Jodie, laughing with 
every page! They talked a lot about the pets they had at their house and had fun making a vet clinic. It is so 
cute to watch them pretend to work in the clinic. They give them lots of shots, make them take medicine and 
then tuck them into bed to rest.  Outside they have been enjoying sifting in the sand and looking for jewels as 
well as going to work with the play tools and dump trucks on the tree house.  Three year olds are moving out of 
parallel play into associative. During associative play, children within the group have similar goals (for example: 
building a tower out of blocks). 
  



 

 

Pre K class (Monkeys) – This class comes in ready to play. We have a high boy ratio so the play is often high 
energy with a lot of physical contact. There is a lot of talk about what is inside and outside play! The boys 
favorite game to play inside is police. They grab the walkie talkies and talk to each other about the bad guys in 
the area. Other high interest inside activities are legos, the theme area (the snowcone shack was a big hit) and 
drawing. Outside this class cannot get enough chasing. They pretend to be some type of raptor, anything that 
can have a good guy and bad guy and growls!  We also spent the month of September talking about 
differences and how we have things that are the same and different but no matter what, we can all be friends. 
We found our own skin tone (ask your child if they know what color they are...peach/beige, beige/tan), we 
charted our eye and hair color and we ended the month with a visit from Bill. Bill was kind enough to come and 
answer all the questions the kids had about living in a wheelchair. What we discovered was he can do most of 
the things we can do. Hopefully your kids have been talking to you about their school experience so you can 
continue the conversations at home. 

Children at this age are moving into social play. They begin to share ideas and toys, and follow rules and 
guidelines. They have more imaginary play and figure out who will play what role. They can work together to 
build something or maybe play a simple game together. This stage is where the social skills they have been 
practicing really come into play. 

 
The Clubhouse - The clubhouse is full of fun and excitement at all times of the day. This group of children 
have such a great bond. They love to see each other in the morning upon arrival and make sure to say 
goodbye at the end of the day. The favorite book was Bark George. Have your kids tell you the story. Such a 
funny and interactive story. The activities they enjoyed with it were playing vet (they even made their own vet 
bags), making imaginary dog collars and leashes, cutting up dog food and the best day ever was PJ day with 
bringing our favorite stuffy! They also had fun making monkey bread and made their own trail mix for snack. 
Inside they keep busy with extra long train tracks, imaginary play with the pizza store and coffee shop and lots 
and lots of art. Outside they have loved learning how to play “What Time is it Mr.Fox?”. They also love to dig in 
the sand box for treasures. With The Clubhouse being mixed age social skills are developing at different rates. 
The common theme with a mixed age group is learning how to work together. The younger kids are learning 
play skills by interacting with the older kids and the older children are learning to be patient and kind with the 
younger children. It is all great practice and they are all learning skills that will serve them well as they move 
through life.  Make sure to read above for picture day and our Halloween plan. 
  
Enrichment (school age) –  Having this program split this year has been great. We have had a lot of fun 
activities for both groups of children. 
The Waggoner group really likes to do the planned activities. Many do the art, science and outside project 
each day. Where others are more drawn to just the art or just the outside activity. Inside they are still busy with 
fuze beads, rainbow loom and fimo clay. There are children who will sit around the table all day and build with 
fuze beads and talk with their friends at the table. Outside the children have started to get into hula hooping 
and jump rope. They love to see if they can go longer than the last time.  
Rominger group-This group comes in very chatty and ready to eat. They will sit at snack for a long while, 
talking about their day or things they did over the weekend. Once snack and homework are over they are 
ready to play. They love to build with anything (blocks, magnatiles, car tracks…) and are always creating very 
detailed structures. They have also been having fun making paper airplanes, rockets, tabletop basketball hoop 
and jewelry. Outside favorites continue to be lava tag, fireball and dodgeball. They are so happy that they can 
play at their level and not have to worry about hurting the younger children with their harder throws.  
 



 

 

 
Thanks for trusting in us to care for your children. We love what we do and are happy to be working together 
as a team.  


